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8:30 PM EST                                  
Announcement of Quorum Call to Order/Welcome:  John Lawton, Secretary, indicated that a quorum was present so David Mason, Co-State Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:35 PM EST.
 
Present were: Steve Mocco, David Mason, Bill Crum, Mervin Ford, Jonathan Taylor, John Lawton, Desmond Moore, Joshua Grube, Jamey Ketler, Chris McNealy, Conor Beebe, Graham Smith, Aaron Burnley, Dwight Spence, Jeremiah LaFountain, Alfonso Rojas, Tom McMath and Erik Manning.
Absent were: Steve Mocco, Steven Price, Jonathan Ramsey Michael Palazzo, Zach Deaton, Kathryn “Kate Mocco” Herrmann, Shawn Sheldon, Josh McIntosh, Art Mosley Travis Laxton, Humberto Miret, Jim Prendergast, Clint Thompson, Roy Wolgamuth, Hunter Hill, Ryan Blackwell, Dante Jiovenetta, Roy Scott, and Michael DiGrigoli.
Guests present: none

Regular Monthly Business
A - Approval of Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting of January 15, 2025 – John Lawton was absent from the previous Board Meeting and at this time, no recording of the meeting is available on Zoom. David Mason said that he would look at his meeting notes and get with Mr. Lawton to see if they could write some Minutes.

B - Membership Report 0f 2024-25 as of February 18, 2025 – John Lawton 

Athletes – 	2,664 + 25%, new 52%
Leaders – 	304 +13% new 26%
Clubs – 	83 +14% new 17%
Events – 	10 – 9%
Income 	$42,642 + 39%

David Mason made a motion, 2nd by John Lawton, to approve the Membership Report. The motion was passed without objection.

C - Financial Report: FAWA Financial Status as of January 31, 2054 – JT Taylor 

Checking 	$101,263.20 
Savings 	$8,121.88
Venmo		$0.00
Total Monies	$109,385.08; 
Net Income 	$28,399.54

Attached are January 25 Financial Reports
i Statement of Financial Position
ii YTD Activity by Class
iii Statement of Activity by Class for month of January

JT Taylor made a motion, 2nd by Bill Crum, to approve the Financial Report. The motion was passed without objection.

Continuing Business

1- Update on Folkstyle States – In the absence of Tom McMath, David Mason provided an update on the event.
i Event Sanction and Additional Insured certificate purchased
ii Event Flyer completed and posted – see attachment
iii Remote Weigh in locations designated
iv Track Wrestling opened for registration
v 3 laptop computers purchased for score keeping
vi – Lodging for Officials and Tourney Staff – Jonathan Taylor reported he had secured lodging for the officials and tourney workers at a place convenient to Jensen Beach and at a reasonable cost.
vii – John Lawton said he had recruited 12 referees ready to work the 2-day event. 

2- FAWA Freestyle & Greco States – David Mason reported that he has spoke to Nick and Desi of Spartan and the plan is that weekly meetings will be held on Thursdays at 5 pm starting next week
i Event Sanction purchased
ii Planning Meetings with Spartan Group

3- Bid Proposal to host 2026-29 Boys 14u National Duals at Wiregrass Ranch; Jamey Ketler said that Sports Coast was able to get the dates advanced to the dates requested by USA Wrestling. During the Meeting, he received a text from Christina Hargrove asking to confirm two things 1 – that FAWA would pay $25k each year to support the event; 2 – a confirmation that the dates available to host the event were what was requested by USAW in the bid packet.

A 14U National Duals Bid: Bill Crum said that the meetings went with Christina Hargrove of USA Wrestling last week went very well last week. Sports Coast paid for the travel of Ms. Hargrove from Colorado Springs and Mr. Crum for travel from his home to Wiregrass. Plus, they provided comp lodging to both. Mr. Crum said that John Lawton attended the meetings on Monday and Conor Beebe attended on Tuesday. The hotels visited were all newly built within the last 5 years, so they all would provide excellent condition for tourney attendees. The group also visited 5-6 restaurants and several entertainment options such as Main Event that are perfect for young kids to entertain themselves when they were done with the wrestling competition.

New Business

1-Executive Board Member Reports

A – Co-State Chairman, Steve Mocco & David Mason,

B – Vice Chairman, Mervin Ford:

C – President, Bill Crum
D – Treasurer, Jonathan Taylor: 
E – Secretary, John Lawton said the Annual Renewal of Registration of FAWA Inc with the State of Florida is due by May 1. He also said that he was able to update all the correct names and positions of Board Members on the new website at floridausaw.org

F – Events Director, Steven Price was absent by David Mason went over the schedule of events during for the Tour of Florida and stressed that we needed to fill all of the available dates.
i Events Committee – Scheduling of Spring/Summer tournaments. He will update us on tournament hosts/locations, as well as open dates needing to be filled for our upcoming Tour of Florida dates for Freestyle/Greco
April 5 – Hialeah Gardens/Tampa Jesuit/ Ironman in Jacksonville
April 12 – South Plantation/ Lake Gibson
April 19 – Spartan RTC
April 26 – TBD
May 10 – Spartan RTC
June 12 – George Jenkins in Lakeland
June 28 – Tour Championship - TBD

B 2025 Kids Folkstyle Nationals, Fort Wayne, Indiana; Jan 24-26, 2025 – .
National Champions from Florida
Girls 14U Milahnia Murphy 180 pounds of Lost Tribe WC in Naples
Boys 14u Bryce Fiore 100 pounds of St Augustine
Boys 10u Ryker Johnson 59 pounds of North Brevard Wrestling Club in Titusville

C 2025 Father Devine 
i May 2-4, Venice High School
ii Competition in Girls Greco – there was considerable discussion about what type of competition would be held, if any, for Girls in Greco-Roman at the Father Devine. It was stress that we need to host clinics for girls of the rules and techniques for Greco competition
Iii John Lawton received confirmation that the Board did approve hosting the tourney at Venice High School, so he would purchase the event sanction and additional insured certificate, later this week.

D Beach Wrestling tournaments – Dwight Spence said that he will look into seeing if an event could be put together in August or September.

G – State Teams Director, David Mason said that hotels and flights are booked for Fargo. Also, applications for coaches are available. He stressed that it would important for candidates to demonstrate that they can host local events.

H – Women’s Director, Desmond Moore said that girls trips are reserved and hotels are booked for the National Duals in Indiana.

J – Officials Director, Josh Grube said clinics are scheduled for both Tampa and Orlando on April 5/6. Assignments for designated Team Florida referees are filling up. National Duals; John Lawton said that we needed an order of referee shirts. He agreed to provided Mr. Mason with size and quantity information so that he could order the gear.

2-Area Director Reports New Clubs and Tourneys in Area
A Northeast - Chris McNealy – New Club: A Force Wrestling Club, Ponte Vedra Beach; Tournament April 5, Ironman Freestyle & Folkstyle Rumble 2025 at Westside High. Coach McNealy agreed to provide an event flyer to John Lawton to help promote the event.
 
B Northwest – Zach Deaton; 

C Central – Jamey Ketler; New Clubs: Packer Wrestling Club, Largo; Dog Pound Wrestling Club, Wesley Chapel; Eagles Wrestling Club Lakeland. John Lawton said that Vincent Crews, Head Coach of Largo High wants to how a FAWA tournament at Largo High in Pinellas County. Mr. Lawton said that Crews just hosted an FHSAA high school tournament at Largo a couple of weeks ago. He said the gym is the newest and biggest in Pinellas County and can easily put down 4 mats plus the bleachers.
Jamey Ketler said the Marine Corps is eager to host a Leadership Academy, an all day event this summer,

D East – Michael Palazzo - absent; John Lawton agreed to forward to David Mason the name and contact info for Jason Custer, the head coach at Viera High School, who is seeking to host a FAWA tournament.

E South – Kate Mocco - absent 

F Southeast - Shawn Sheldon - absent

G Southwest – Josh McIntosh - absent

Area Director Meeting – JT Taylor

4- Open Floor: John Lawton suggested that we should get our Event Flyers of the Folkstyle States and Tour of Florida to distribute at all 12 Boys Regions as well as at the FHSAA States. He asked for volunteers to distribute them at these Regions. Please contact Mr Lawton SAP if you can help.
Class 3A 
Region 1 Lake Mary
Region 2 George Jenkins
Region 3 Osceola
Region 4 South Dade
Class 2A
Region 1 Lincoln – Chris McNealy
Region 2 Brandon
Region 3 Charlotte
Region 4 Jensen Beach
Class 1A
Reion 1 Bay
Region 2 Palm Bay
Region 3 Lemon Bay
Region 4 Cardinal Gibbons


5- The Next Board Meeting date will be March 19, 2025

Meeting Adjournment; David Mason made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Jeremiah LaFountain. The motion was approved without objection and the meeting was adjourned at 9:41 PM EST.

Minutes prepared by John Lawton, Secretary, FAWA teamflorida2021@gmail.com, (727) 479-3978

	
